PREGNANCY

DIAGNOSIS IN THE

MARE WITH

URINE OR FECAL

SAMPLES
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· The mare ovulates ~every 21 days during the natural breeding season (May to September) and has a pregnancy that lasts ~340 days.
· If breeding your mare it is very important to be able to diagnose pregnancy to prepare for the coming foal.
· Pregnancy diagnosis is typically and most accurately done with ultrasound, however not all mares will permit the manipulations necessary for an accurate ultrasound.
· An alternative non-invasive method of pregnancy detection is by measuring the reproductive hormones in urine or feces.
· Samples are collected once or twice per week during estrus and for several weeks following breeding and stored in the freezer. If the mare does not appear to return to estrus the samples can be sent to the endocrine lab for pregnancy assessment.
· Fecal and/or urinary hormones can also be used to re-confirm pregnancy after 120 days gestation in a similar manner.
URINE COLLECTION - Pregnancy assessment with urine has the advantage of being less expensive than pregnancy assessment with feces, however, it can be more of a challenge to collect the urine samples.  The urine sample does not have to be sterile but does need to be uncontaminated by fecal material. The sample can be collected by placing any plastic container in the urine stream while the mare is urinating. Only ~ 3 mls (cc) is needed for analysis.  Alternatively, the urine sample can be sucked up from a clean floor with a plastic transfer pipette immediately after urination as long as it is not contaminated with fecal material. The labeled sample is stored in the freezer until sent for analysis.
Urine 2005/2006 Pricing

Early Pregnancy Detection (after 40 days gestation $80) – Urine samples are collected once per week for 7 consecutive weeks following breeding Pregnancy Confirmation in Later Gestation (after 120 days gestation) ($40) – Urine samples are collected once per week for 4 consecutive weeks
FECAL COLLECTION - Pregnancy assessment with feces is more expensive because fecal hormone analysis is more complex than urinary hormone analysis. However fecal collection is very simple.

Collect the sample from ground shortly after defecation. Only a small amount of feces (1oz) is needed for analysis. The samples are stored in labeled plastic ziplock bags in the freezer until sent for analysis.

Fecal 2005/2006 Pricing

Early Pregnancy Detection ($120) - Fecal samples collected twice per week for 5 consecutive weeks following breeding.

Pregnancy Confirmation in Later Gestation (after 120 days gestation) ($60) - Fecal samples collected once per week for 4 consecutive weeks.

For further information contact Dr. Laura Graham (PhD): LHGendocrine@yahoo.com

or 519-824-4120 ext 58355
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